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COMAIBIST EDITOR SAYS
EMT_DIOCKADE INGFFECTUAL

e K reactionary diehards bave proclaimed a so-called blockmde of the
Iiberated Arees' coastal ports in an effcrt o disrupt expanding foeign and dcmas~

tic trade and the sconomy of ths Libaratel Areas, The ultimate objective is to
impede the offensive or the People's Army and tins earn a chanse at recovery.

Can thia so-called blockzde really be so effective as to cut off owr
foreign trade, disrupt production, and create social and economisal chaos in
the Iiberated Areas? ILet us examine ite effectiveness. -

Although shipping betwsen Hong Kong and Shang-hei is nov at 2 stendstill,
gools fraa BEong Kong are continuing to come into Bkang-hai and Korth China via
the coast of Chekiang Proviace, cr by way of Kuang-chou and Ch'angsba and fipally
into the Iiberatsd Areas. A lsrgs awount of goods, mostiy pharmaceuticals,
papers, and dyes, are nov arriving by these routea, while cthers are caming
through Xiangai ty way of the Chekiang-Kiangei Highway. All cf these routes
aro well-protected and cmetantly guarded by the Peopls'a Ay,

Many roads &nd railrosds which lead into Shang-hai, the center of the
transportaticn network, have been completely repaired or are now being repaired.
Railroad lines which have resumed mormal operationc are the Nar-ching--
Shang-m1, Shaug-hai -- Hamg-chou, T'ien-ching -- P'u-k'on, Poi-p'ing --
Han-k'ou, and Lien-yun -- Ian-chou lines, %hoss which are now being vepaired
aro tho Kiangsi-Chekiang line and ths dorthern pertich of the Kvengtury -
Bank'ou line. Also, the Pei-p'ing -- Shang-bai line is now rusuring normml
oparation. The national highway from Nen-ching to Hang-chou; other highweys froa
Sheng-hai to Chia-heing; Ning-po to Swang-bal; Hang-chou, Feng-hua, and Ch*u-chou
to Chin-hua; and the Wu-yuan, Chiapg-shan, nnd Sung-chiang to Min-hang lines are
all now opened to traffic. As for the vaterways, the routes from Shang-hai to
Ban-k'ou, T'4en-ching, Ch'ing-tao, and Lien-yun are all open to mvigation, From
25 Fay to 25 June 1949, 412 privately-owned and 205 government-owned shipe navi-
gated on these routes.
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_Altrough the Maticnalists are trying to prevent conl from reaching industries
: in Shang-bai, it 18 being obtained in large quantitiss from Huai-nan, Chung-heing,
>, ‘ : and the X'ai-lvan coal mines. Thess coal mines ere alsc supplying ocal . to
. ‘ industries south of ‘the Yang-tzu River, ‘and soms is exported.  Although cur
kerosens production at present is uncertein, oracking factories have succeedsd
inproducirg gasoline, kerosene, and heavy oil from tung ofl,: Postwar tung-oll
production has reached an ‘average of 180,000 metric ‘tons per year so fusli for
industrial szpansion will not be 'a’ bottlensck. .

The majority. of our industriés require cotton ae their rsv materisl, but
thers 1s'r) danger of.& shortege. 'In the: centrel: Hopeh dletrict; 550,000 acres
of'cotton were:planted this epring, -about 50-000 acres mors than origimally
plannsd, ALl ‘that 1s now necessary {s norma. operetion of ‘the tramsportation
syatem Yo carry this cotton to':the cotton m1lls in Shang-hai, 'The larssst
cotton-producing areas are the Shih:chia-chuang and Chi-nan areas, and: this cottom
is better and chesper than that. imported from the UB and Indin; consequently, it
ve inorease cotton production slightly,.cottan from foreign countries will

~./not have to.be imported. )
: “Buffisiept food for our people is now coming from'Wuefu, Wa-hsi, and the
. delta ares of the Yang-tzu River; aleo sams from the Twig-t'ing Hu and Pin Hu
., areas, ” The 6 milifon pecpls: in Shang-hol wiil not starve because of ‘the block-
L BAe L _ .

: Thua the Fatlnaliste "blockade”. is merely an act of barbdarism before the
rarty's fiml demise.. As history reveals, ths allied blociads of the UBSR at
the time of her rsvoiuticn, and the bleckade of China by the Japanose, with
their strong naval air force, were ineffectual, Will it be possibls for the
Fationalicts to bloockndo us wiih the battered warships anmd eirplance they have?

ot Will it be poseible to inflicl enmough dammges to oripple owr industries in the -

... Liberated Areas? This blockade will only apger Chinese at home and oversees,

S and the democratic psoples of the world,
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